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UMA MEMBERS’ APPRECIATION
LUNCHEON
By Pauline de Assis

December 10th was a beautiful, sunny wintry day. Members of UMA happily flocked to the MCC
(Macau Cultural Center) to enjoy some camaraderie and holiday cheer. By 12:00 noon or so the hall
filled up with laughter and chatter as members hugged and cheered with their holiday drinks, eggnog no
doubt!
The hall was decorated with the usual Christmas flair and the tables with the traditional red and green
napkins and beautiful centerpieces. With about 110 members attending, it was crowded to say the least,
so without further ado, President Sandy Souza called the members to be seated for the opening prayer.
She then called table numbers at random for the queue to get their hot, steaming lunch selection, and
there were many to choose from such as: green salad, macaroni salad, ham, fried chicken, mashed
potatoes, etc., rolls and butter too, of course, and more eggnog or wine to help the food go down! The
seven servers - Brenda Oliveira, Lucy Guterres, Magdalen Pereira, Candy Roliz, Pauline de Assis, Ellen
Boisseree and Johanna Terra, did a great job, catering to each individual’s particular choices.
With tummies quite satisfied, the members and guests waited and wondered if there was more to come.
Lo and behold out came large trays placed at each table with delectable desserts made by our talented
Filo Macs, namely the oft-craved Genete (cornstarch cookies), Bebinca de Leite no less and Gummy
Gummy. Ah, what a treat, simply delicious and mouth-watering! And as if those weren’t enough out
rolled a cart with bowls and bowls of fruit cocktail drizzled with that sweet condensed milk - mmm, so
refreshing!
It was time then for some door prizes; each had been given a raffle ticket as they came in. There were
five door prizes - to the lucky winners which was $5 off for an UMA event in the future. As the stories
and chatter continued sheets were passed out for singing along some Christmas carols. Unfortunately,
the IPhone Joanne used did not produce the sounds well and so finally the crowd sang without the
background music led by Joanne Segovia and Maria Gomes, and that worked out beautifully as the carols
rang out loud and clear with everyone joining in!
The singing brought the party to a close as members gathered their coats and belongings and began to
wish one another Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We’d be remiss if we didn’t thank the many
volunteers who stepped up with organizing, baking, setting up and cleaning. Very many thanks therefore
go to Flavia Greubel, Sandy Souza, Joanna Segovia and all the helpers, too many to mention. It was
another successful luncheon, enjoyed by all the members and guests. UMA truly appreciates all its
members, thanks them and looks forward to another year of many fun events for all to enjoy. To one and
all a most blessed and joyful Christmas and a happy New Year!
Enjoy the pictures below, curtesy of Cecilia Naval.
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Presidents Message
Dear Members,
We held our Annual General Meeting last month. As it was not an election year, understandably, it was not well
attended.
I expect a better attendance in November 2018 as new Officers will be elected. On this subject, if you are interested
or have any inclination in serving UMA in that capacity, please note that we will be accepting nominations
sometime in the middle of 2018. The term of Office will be for two years, commencing January 1, 2019 through
December 31, 2020.
We just ended 2017 Calendar Year with our Annual Members Appreciation Luncheon at the MCC. It was good to
see so many of you present. Photos and article are in this bulletin.
If you have any friends or relatives interested in going to the Encontro in 2019, (should there be one), the individual
will have to be an active member in 2018 and 2019 in order to receive any subsidy from Macau. So make sure they
sign up to be a member in 2018. This policy is put into place as we have individuals that allow their membership
to lapse for non-payment and then resume it a few months prior to the Encontro.
We look forward to a busy 2018 year. The calendar of events is in this Bulletin and hope you will be able to
participate in the various events which we have in store for you.
Annual Dues are now payable and no reminders will be sent. Go to Page 13 for additional information.
Dues should be made payable to UMA, Inc. and mailed to me at: 5565 Terra Granada Drive # 3A, Walnut Creek,
Ca. 94595
In closing, the Board of Directors and I wish you all the best for the coming year, filled with peace, health and
happiness.
Sincerely,
Sandy Souza, President

UMA Scholarship Recipient
My name is Maggie McClure and I received the 2017 UMA Scholarship.
This fall I will be attending Dominican University in River Forest, IL and
I‘ll also be playing on the women’s soccer team in the NACC Division III
conference. Currently, our team is 11-0-2, which is the best start in program
history; and I scored my first goal in September.
My home is still in Yucaipa, Ca where my family; mom Karen DaSilva, dad
Tom McClure, and brothers Jacob and Mathew live. My Portuguese
heritage stems from my grandfather Henry Alvaro daSilva, who moved to
the US with his parents and 6 siblings in 1955. My grandpa married my
grandma, Mary Jo Cosgrove, in 1959 and they had four daughters.
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Obituary
D'Almada Remedios, Leonardo passed away in Hong Kong on September 14, 2017. He is survived by
his wife, Norma, Son, Leo (Lisa), Daughter, Sue, and Grandsons Jose (Jess) and Sebe.
He was born and lived all his life in Hong Kong. He studied at La Salle College, however, as a result of
the occupation of Hong Kong by the Japanese during the war, he sought refuge in Macau and completed
his studies there at Luiz Gonzaga College. Whilst there, he met and fell in love with his wife
Norma. They were married for 66 long years.
Dad qualified as a solicitor in England, then returned to Hong Kong to practice law and join his father's
solicitor's firm, D'Almada Remedios & Co. in 1950. He later became the sole proprietor of the firm for
about 20 years. Even though Dad qualified as a solicitor, his desire was always to be a
barrister. Therefore, uncharacteristically of a solicitor’s practice during his 45 years, he took every
opportunity to exhibit his sound, articulate skills and meticulous knowledge of the law.
My father's integrity and intellectual rigor was recognized when he was appointed a District Judge in
1982. I believe he was the first solicitor to be appointed to the bench. Back then it was only barristers
who were appointed as judges.
Dad, I know, was happy to have been able to see 3 generations of lawyers within the family; himself,
Leo, myself (Sue) and my nephew, Jose. He was delighted when I joined the judiciary and more recently,
proud to know that I was the first "D'Almada Remedios" as a Justice of the High Court. I may not have
inherited his razor sharp mind, but I have inherited his wig. I wear it with honor and pride. Every day I
put it on I secretly hope that some of his fine qualities magically seep through me
He was an avid splendid bridge player, so much so, that he represented Hong Kong. He also was the lag,
playing cricket for HK. He was a fast bowler and good batsman. For this he was rewarded an honorary
membership in the HK Cricket Club. His talents extended to tennis, playing for HK in the Macau/HK
Interport, His passion was golf. He continued to play golf until his late 80's, spending hours of almost
every day perfecting his swing and game at the practice tee.
Our keen interest in horses was motivated by him. His enthusiasm for riding started as a child when his
father took him to ride ponies, Dad also rode as an amateur jockey for a short time, and then turned his
hand to show jumping.
Despite his diminishing quality of life and irreversible decline in health, he was the bravest person. He
never complained when he endured the most difficult of times. He just accepted what it was with such
patience and good grace.
On numerous occasions, he audaciously ignored the Lord's call, he defied the odds. His burning desire to
remain was, I believe, the contentment he had with his devoted wife always by his side.
Even when almost bed ridden, he remained dapper and well dressed. Conscious of his appearance, he
insisted on being taken to his regular monthly visits to the hospital in almost formal attire which had to
be all matched, of course
He was an extraordinary man who lived a long happy life. He will always be with us. Even though my
heart ache, I summoned the strength to struggle on. I am hugely blessed to have Dad in my life, No child
could ask for better parents than you, Dad, and Mom.
Dad, may you now Rest In Peace, relieved of all your suffering you endured. Live your life up there as
happily as you did here, with your dear son, Jose, your adoring parents, your doting amah, Anita, and
departed friends. Farewell my lovely Dad, till we meet again.
Sue D'Almada Remedios
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Obituary
Gomes, Guida Maria (nee da Luz) passed away peacefully on Friday, December 8, 2017 in Antioch
California after a long illness with cancer, surrounded by her family. She was predeceased by her loving
husband Francis and survived by her three sons, Francisco (Sheena), Carlos, Miguel, daughter Gabriella
and grand- children Jenny and Brian.
A memorial service will be held on Monday, January 8, 2018 at Holy Rosary Church in Antioch, CA to
celebrate her life. After the Mass she will be interned at the Holy Angel Cemetery in Antioch where her
beloved husband Francis is also interned.
Guida was born in Macau in 1930 and as an adult moved to Hong Kong to work at the Hong Kong &
Shanghai Bank until she immigrated to the United States in 1969 with Francis and her four children.
She was a loving wife, mother and doting grandmother, who enjoyed eating out with family and friends.
She will be sorely missed.
Xavier, John B., 87, passed away on Wednesday, September 27, 2017 in San Francisco. His wife, Ann,
his parents, Epiphanio and Benedicta Xavier, as well as his six brothers and sisters predeceased him. He
is survived by his daughters Jennifer Xavier and Jane Becerra, his loving granddaughter, Emily Becerra,
and numerous nieces and nephews.
John was raised in Macau. As a young man, he enjoyed riding motorcycles, going to dance halls, and
leading the Boy Scout troops as a scoutmaster. He served in the British Navy. John immigrated to the
United States from Hong Kong in the 1950’s. He married his wife Ann in 1960.
John was a devoted father who took his daughters Jennifer and Jane on numerous travels and camping
trips. He was a huge country music fan and went to many concerts. He shared his love of music with his
daughters, as well as with his only granddaughter Emily. He and his wife Ann enjoyed playing mahjong
with family and friends. Over the years, John rescued and cared for countless cats and dogs. John worked
in banking and retired with the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco in 1990.
John was a member of both the Lusitano Club of California and UMA for at least 20 years. He attended
numerous picnics, New Year’s Eve parties, and social gatherings. He enjoyed singing karaoke and
dancing. He loved to laugh and tell stories about “the boys” that he knew back in Hong Kong.
Sarrazolla, Georgina Agnes (Da Luz) passed away on November 9, 2017 in San Francisco.
She is survived by her husband, Manuel.
Yuen, Henrietta (nee Marcal) passed away peacefully in her sleep at home on November 12th at the age

of 82 from stomach cancer. She was predeceased by her first husband, Alfred J. Mauricio, Jr. and her
second husband, Kay Yuen.
She is survived by her two sons, Gerald and Steven Mauricio, grandchildren, Mikalee and Stevie, as well
as many nieces and nephews on both sides of the families. Etta loved to eat out with friends, play
mahjong and ballroom dancing. She lived a full and happy live. We will all miss her dearly, but she is
now happily embraced in God’s loving arms and smiling down on us.
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UMA, Inc Officers & Directors
Title
President
VicePresident
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Name
Sandy
Souza
Flavia
Greubel
Joanne
Segovia
Pauline de
Assis
Maria
Gomes
Rick
Oliveira
Luiz
Ozorio
Vilma
Remedios
Ramon
Xavier

Home Address
5565 Terra Granada # 3A
Walnut Creek Ca 94595
1232 Skycrest Drive, #2
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
1417 Oakmont Dr, #1
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
1124 Singing Wood Ct, #5
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
2021 Ptarmigan Dr. #1,
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
1256 Skycrest Drive #5
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
1309 Skycrest Dr #4
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
2616 Saklan Indian Dr #2
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
2061 Pine Knoll Drive #1
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595

Phone (Fax)
925-639-7708

Email
sandy.souza@sbcglobal.net

925-930-8672

Skycrest2016@comcast.net

925-891-4474

jcsegovia@comcast.net

925-943-2003

EdnPauline@gmail.com

925-482-0711

Mariaf.gomes@comcast.net

650-867-0626

rickoliveira@aol.com

650-245-3374

LMOzorio@live.com

925-937-7079

Vilmarem732@gmail.com

925-934-2618

myvirgie@aol.com

UMA EVENTS' CALENDAR FOR 2018
Game Day
Mid-Term Board Meeting
Thanksgiving Mass
Noite Macaense
Annual Lawn Bowling Tournament & Dinner
Annual General Meeting
Annual Christmas/Members' Appreciation Lunch
Southern Calif Dim Sum Lunch
Joint Casa Events:
Dia de Sao Joao/Calif. Macaense Celebration
Our Lady of Fatima Mass & Lunch

Annual Dues are now payable

Saturday, March 24
Tuesday, June 19
Saturday, July 7 or 14. TBA
Saturday, August 11
Sunday, September 16
Saturday, November 10
Sunday , December 9
TBA
Sat. & Sun. June 23 & 24
Sunday, October 14

NO REMINDERS WILL BE SENT

Check payable to UMA, Inc.
Mailed to:
Sandy Souza
5565 Terra Granada Drive # 3A
Walnut Creek, Ca. 94595
Per individual:
Regular: (under 65)
Seniors and Youths
Overseas includes Canada
Subscription (no hard copy)
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$15.00
$25.00
$10.00
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The Story of China-Part II
Synopsis by Daniel Gomes
Woodblock printing was one of the great inventions of ancient China. There is evidence of woodblock printing in
China in the 700s. By the 800s, the technique had been perfected, and within a couple of centuries, the spread of
printed books revolutionized the communication of ideas in China.
Buddhism was an important aspect of Chinese life during the Tang dynasty. However, after the An
Lushan Rebellion, opposition to Buddhism as a foreign religion grew and in 841, the government initiated a
massive suppression of Buddhism, as well as other foreign religions.
The Tang government never really recovered after the An Lushan Rebellion. Eunuchs took over court affairs.
Regional commanders threatened central control. After 860, the government could no longer maintain order, and
bandit armies ravaged the countryside and pillaged towns. Eventually in 907, Tang rule was abandoned.
Song Dynasty
After the Tang dynasty disintegrated, there was a series of five short-lived dynasties in north China. The great
cities of Chang'an and Luoyang were ravaged, and the Beijing area was occupied by Khitans, a non-Chinese
people. South China meanwhile broke up into many small states.
Zhao Kuangyin was a military commander, from an elite family in north China. He was famous for his
horsemanship. He launched a coup in 960, set up the Song dynasty as Emperor Song Taizu, subdued most of the
warlords of the south, and reunited China after eighty years of fragmentation.
Emperor Taizu made the city of Kaifeng his capital. The Song capital, Kaifeng was much more commercial than
Tang Chang'an had been. Kaifeng was dominated not by palaces, but by markets that were open all hours. Instead
of the walled compounds of Tang Chang'an, Kaifeng had multi-story houses which opened onto the street.
The Song Empire was smaller than the Tang Empire. Song rulers had no hope of regaining the lands of Central
Asia, and could not even dislodge alien regimes from large areas of north China. The area around Beijing, was
ruled by the Khitan people who set up a state called Liao. Northwest China was ruled by the Tangut people who
set up the Western Xia state, with its capital at Yinchuan. The Song tried to conquer Liao, but were badly defeated,
and in 1004 they made a treaty with Liao, agreeing to make annual payments in exchange for agreement not to
invade. Forty years later, the Song made a similar agreement with the Tanguts.
The Song government massively expanded China's civil service examination system. By the end of the Song
dynasty, up to 400,000 men would attempt the civil service exams each year. Boys and men would study for
decades to prepare for the exams, which tested their literary skills and their understanding of
the Confucian classics. Those who graduated successfully would then start working in a county government office,
before transferring to a post in the capital. The prestige of passing the exams was extremely high, and gave a
graduate's family elite status. The exam system created a whole class of bureaucrats selected on merit, steeped in
Confucian ideas of duty and public service. They formed an elite that was unlike that of any other major
civilization.
The Song government printed and circulated text books, including not only the Confucian classics, but also
practical illustrated handbooks on topics such as mathematics, medicine, agriculture, warfare and architecture, to
help spread knowledge of up-to-date techniques and tools. Private printing presses also flourished.
In the eleventh century, a system of printing using moveable type was developed, but its use was limited by the
nature of Chinese script, which required thousands of pieces of type. Woodblock printing continued to be widely
used up until the end of the nineteenth century.
The Song dynasty was a period of remarkable industrial development. Ceramics, silk and lacquer reached superb
levels of technical perfection. Song potters created exquisite ceramics, and are famous for their technically perfect,
sophisticated designs. Silk was produced by many small-scale family businesses, as well as by large government
workshops. The city of Suzhou became famous for silk production and embroidery. Heavy industry such as iron
production also grew massively in the Song Dynasty, helped by the invention of hydraulic machinery to drive
bellows, and the use of explosives in mining.
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The Story of China
Commerce expanded enormously, as improved transport especially on canals and rivers helped circulate huge
quantities of goods within China and abroad. Market towns grew, and new commercial networks connected
villages to market towns and cities. Underpinning the Song commercial revolution was a transformation of
agriculture. Farmers used new strains of seed, and new irrigation techniques, which massively increased rice crops.
The world's first paper money emerged in Song China. With trade increasing and the economy flourishing, the
demand for money in Song China grew enormously. Coins had been used as the basic unit of trade for centuries.
The number of coins minted rose from one billion per year at start of the Song dynasty, to six billion within a
century. In Sichuan province heavy iron coins had been used, and for convenience, merchants started to use paper
notes from deposit shops where they had left coins or goods. The government took over the system in the 1020s,
producing the world's first government-issued paper money. The paper notes were issued for three years, after
which they would be exchanged, because the paper would be worn out. The use of paper money gradually became
established across China.
The use of gunpowder in warfare began in China during the Song dynasty. The Song had an army of more than a
million men, and sophisticated military technology. Gunpowder had been invented in the ninth century by Chinese
alchemists. Song soldiers used gunpowder weapons such as incendiary projectiles, smoke bombs, fire arrows, and
grenades.
China was under pressure from rival states, and had a huge defense budget. By the mid eleventh century, the
government was running out of money. Officials were divided about how to respond to the difficulties. One camp,
led by statesman Sima Guang, thought the government should focus on making sure the civil service was staffed
by men of good character with a classical education. He thought that the state's economic activities should be
minimal, and wanted government cost cuts and tax reductions.
The opposing group was led by a former regional official, Wang Anshi, who said the state needed men who were
not only educated in the Confucian classics, but professionally trained to handle military matters, financial affairs,
and practical administration. Wang argued that the government should intervene to create prosperity. With the
support of the emperor, Wang introduced many reforms, adding new specialized degrees in law, science and
medicine to the civil service exams. He launched a national loans system called the Green Shoots scheme, designed
to help give farmers access to cheap credit. Wang Anshi's reform initiatives were a massive national program, and
continued for over ten years, however they were met with huge resistance.
The Song government encouraged foreign trade, especially maritime trade. Overseas demand for China's fabulous
porcelain and silk and other goods boomed, Song merchant ships sailed to Korea, Japan, Southeast Asia and as far
as the Arabian Peninsula and the east coast of Africa.
Chinese sailors were assisted by the invention of the compass. The compass freed sailors from the need to navigate
by recognizing landmarks along the coasts. Chinese people had long known that a magnetized needle would point
north-south. In Song times, the compass was made usable at sea by reducing the size of the needle and attaching
it to a stem. The first mention of the compass being used in this way was in a book written in 1119. The busiest
Chinese port was Quanzhou, on the coast of Fujian.
In 1115 the Jin dynasty was established in north China by the Jurchen people of Manchuria. The Jurchens were
originally horse breeders and hunters. They developed agriculture, craft industries and commerce, and became a
strong power. They defeated the Liao and then attacked the Song. In 1127 they took the fabulous Song capital
at Kaifeng, sacked and looted it, and forced the captured Song emperor and his entourage to march into captivity
to the Jin capital Shangjing. The Jin then ruled north China for nearly a century.
One of the Song emperor's sons meanwhile fled south, and set up a new Song capital in Hangzhou. Hangzhou was
meant to be a temporary base, but Song attempts to retake the north did not succeed, and Hangzhou remained the
Song capital for over 150 years, until the end of the dynasty. The period during which the capital was in Hangzhou
is known as the Southern Song. The loss of the north was a huge blow, but the Song Chinese were able to use the
extensive waterways of the south, and enjoyed great prosperity as China's commercial revolution continued.
Song dynasty China was dominated by Confucianism, which formed the basis of education, public life and
private family rituals. Song scholars introduced some Buddhist ideas into Confucianism, and the resulting
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The Story of China
philosophy is known as Neo-Confucianism. According to Neo-Confucianism, everything in the universe is a
manifestation of one single 'principle'. If people understood that principle, they would understand the moral
principles by which they should try and live, in order to achieve order and peace in the world.
One of the leading Neo-Confucian thinkers was Zhu Xi (1130-1200). He stressed 'the investigation of things', to
perceive the pattern or principle that underlay everything. He said that the goal of education was not just the pursuit
of exam degrees, but moral self-cultivation. He taught that people could put their learning into practice though
being upstanding members of local society. If they did not get a civil service job, people could still do good works
by focusing on their local communities, running their own family affairs properly, setting up charities and schools
and looking after the poor.
Mongol Yuan Dynasty
Khubilai Khan (1215-1294) was the grandson of Genghis Khan. He conquered China and founded the
China's Yuan Dynasty.
Genghis Khan had united the peoples of Mongolia in the 1200s, and begun one of the most amazing campaigns of
conquest in world history. His troops sacked the Jin Jurchen capital in Beijing in 1215. His grandson Khubilai
Khan conquered the rest of China, defeating the last Song loyalists in 1279 at the Battle of Yamen. For the first
time in history, the whole of China had been conquered by a foreign people.
The Mongols ruled China for nearly a hundred years. They organized society into different categories, with the
Mongols on the top, and the southern Chinese at the bottom. The Mongol capital was in Beijing.
Marco Polo (1254-1324) was a merchant from Italy who travelled to China. The book which Marco Polo wrote
about his experiences was the first detailed description of China available to Europeans. The book was widely
read, and shaped Europeans' image of China for centuries.
Marco Polo lived in China for twenty years, and probably became an accounting official in the Chinese
government. China was at the time ruled by the Yuan dynasty established by Mongol emperor Khubilai Khan, and
it was the most advanced society in the world.
Marco Polo marveled at China's wealth and the splendor of its cities. He was amazed at the courier stations with
mounted couriers galloping the Khan's commands efficiently across the vast empire. He travelled on the Grand
Canal, and went to Hangzhou, which he said was so grand and so beautiful, and so full of abundant delights, it
"might lead an inhabitant to think himself in paradise."
Marco Polo returned to Europe in 1295, and wrote a book about his travels. The book became a best-seller,
translated into many European languages. In his book, Marco Polo said, "I believe it was God's will that we should
come back, so that men might know the things that are in the world". Marco Polo's book inspired others - including
Portuguese navigator - to seek new sea routes for trade with the wealthy and sophisticated peoples that Marco Polo
had described.
Ming Dynasty
Zhu Yuanzhang (1368-1398) was the founder of the Ming dynasty, one of only two commoners who became
emperors of China. He was born into a very poor family from the Huai River Plain, at a time when
the Mongol Yuan dynasty was collapsing and there was increasing chaos across China. His parents having died in
an epidemic, Zhu became a beggar monk, and then joined a local rebel army. A big man of striking appearance,
with a huge jaw and a pockmarked face, he rose to be a commander. He defeated his rivals and in 1368, proclaimed
a new dynasty, the Ming, and took the name Hongwu, which means 'vastly martial'.
Hongwu knew from his own experience how bad ordinary people's lives were if there wasn’t a strong government.
He tried to keep government costs low and make taxes fair, and he issued harsh laws to keep society peaceful. He
was obsessed with control, suspicious that people were plotting against him, and executed thousands in cruel
purges. He abolished the role of prime minister, and concentrated power in his own hands. He wanted China to be
the supreme power in East Asia again, as it had been in the Han and the Tang Dynasty, when subordinate foreign
states brought tribute to the court. He forbade private foreign trade, as he wanted all exchange to happen through
the tribute system. The Ming dynasty lasted 276 years.
UMA News Bulletin Winter Issue 2017
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The Story of China
The Ming founder Emperor Hongwu took Nanjing on the south bank of the Yangtze River and made it his base in
the 1350s when he was fighting other warlords. The city was located at the heart of the hugely wealthy Lower
Yangtze area, and had a good defensive position. Nanjing had never before been capital of all of China. Hongwu
built immense walls around the city to secure it from attack and to reinforce his authority. Hongwu ordered
communities in 188 counties to make bricks for the walls, organizing the work through the system he set up. Each
brick was stamped with the name of the community that had made the brick. It took approximately 350 million
bricks to build the walls, over a period of 20 years. Nanjing city walls are amongst the longest city walls in the
world, and still stand today.
Emperor Hongwu wanted to keep government costs low and did not want tax collectors harassing his people, so
he made local communities responsible for tax and government service. Local communities were organized into
groups of 110 households, out of which the largest ten households were responsible on behalf of the whole group
to collect tax and organize labor for government initiatives.
Hongwu's tax system created difficulties for later Ming administrators. Families that were responsible for tax
struggled with the burden placed upon them. And because tax was so low, local officials ended up having to
demand irregular extra payments, exactly what Hongwu had wanted to avoid
When Hongwu died in 1398, his eldest son had already passed away, and Hongwu's grandson inherited the throne.
The new young emperor was concerned about how harsh his grandfather's rule had been. He promoted more
benevolent Confucian government, and also moved to reduce the power of his uncles, the imperial princes.
His Uncle, the Prince of Yan rose in revolt, and after a three-year civil war, in 1402 he took the throne from his
nephew for himself, as Emperor Yongle. He had thousands of people who had opposed him executed or
imprisoned. One of the most famous was Fang Xiaoru a senior official, who refused to draft the announcement of
Yongle's succession to the throne.
Yongle moved the capital to Beijing, his own former fiefdom, and constructed the fabulous Forbidden City. Aware
that people questioned his right to the throne, Yongle had a strong desire to be known as a great ruler. He sponsored
the massive treasure voyages led by Admiral Zheng He to expand the tribute system and display China's power
and wealth to the world.
Zheng He (1371 - 1433) was the admiral of seven voyages from China to the Indian Ocean. Zheng He was born
into a Muslim family in Yunnan, in southwest China. When he was ten, the Ming army conquered Yunnan, and
Zheng He was sent to be a servant at the court of the Prince of Yan. Zheng He was bright and loyal, and gained
the Prince's trust. When the Prince of Yan took the throne he decided to send out maritime expeditions to Southeast
Asia and the Indian Ocean, and chose Zheng He to lead the voyages. The aim of the voyages was to display China's
power and wealth, to extend the tributary system, and satisfy Yongle's desire for glory. The expeditions sailed as
far as East Africa and brought back many gifts from other kingdoms, including exotic plants, spices and animals.
The final expedition sailed in 1431. After that the voyages were stopped. Some officials opposed the voyages
because of their huge cost. Some felt China should focus resource instead on the northern frontier and the Mongols.
In the later part of the Ming, China's naval capability and coastal defense declined, and China became isolated,
just at the time European powers, including the Portuguese, were entering the Indian Ocean.

Encounter with the Portuguese and other Western Nations will continue in the next issue of the UMA
Bulletin
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Macanese Families website revamped
Many of you may already be familiar with the Macanese Families website (www.macanesefamilies.com) which
was dedicated to preserving and disseminating our Macanese culture, history and genealogy. Its objectives were:





to engender a sense of pride in Macanese heritage,
to foster interest in family roots among the newer generations of Macanese,
to create a permanent repository for the preservation of cultural and historical records,
to have the work continue indefinitely into the future.

That site contained a huge amount of information on Macanese family trees, 200 recipes of dishes that graced the
tables of Macanese families, the entire dictionary of the old language of Macau (with audio so you can hear how
words and phrases should be properly pronounced), many articles and electronic books on history and culture,
and much more.
Because the original site contained some personal information, it was restricted (visitors had to register to gain
access). Also, it was only in English and was only suitable for viewing on desktop computers.
I am happy to announce some major improvements with the creation of four new Macanese websites.





To make the information more accessible, two of the new sites (one in English, one
in Portuguese) have had private information removed and are now open to anyone
to see, without the need to register.
To reach out to Portuguese-speakers in Macau, Portugal and Brazil, two of these
websites are in Portuguese.
There has been radical change to make them easy to navigate around using a
tablet or mobile phone.
Two of the websites (in English and in Portuguese) are restricted. As before,
people of Macanese descent can see the private information but have to register.

Just go to www.macaneselibrary.org to take your pick of which site you want to visit: Public or Private, English
or Portuguese.
This project has taken nearly 20 years of effort and was created by a handful of volunteers. There is a great deal
more that could be done to make these websites a comprehensive and friendly “virtual library” where people of
Macanese descent can browse around and learn about their ancestors and how they lived. We need helpers in
many areas, such as:
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Macanese Families website


Adding more biographical details
Dr Jorge Forjaz, the pre-eminent Portuguese genealogist, had written an extensive work on Macanese
families (Famílias Macaenses, 1996) in three volumes with about 40,000 names. He has recently
updated this work, producing a second edition in 2017 in six volumes with perhaps 20,000 more names
and thousands of photos. The second edition contains an enormous amount of biographical information,
almost all in Portuguese. Volunteers are sought to extract some of these biographies for the website, at
least in Portuguese but desirably also to translate them into English. We would, of course, acknowledge
Dr Forjaz as the source of this information.



Adding more photos
There are many photos available, with people often identified only by their nicknames. These could be
added to the websites but work is needed in:
o
o

Identifying faces in group photos and, wherever possible, finding the ID
number of people in photos.
Doing simple image processing (e.g., cropping photos, changing their
resolution); these skills can be learned quite readily.

 Translating
Our Macanese community is separated not only by geography but also by language: many only speak
English, others only Portuguese. To reach out to all our community, we would like to have as much of
the data as possible in both languages. The genealogical (family tree) information is already in both
English and Portuguese but other items — cultural, biographical and historical — are only in one.
If you love your Macanese heritage and if you would like to help improve the websites and preserve our culture
and history, please contact me at webmaster@macanesefamilies.com
You can also keep up with news by joining our Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1477957135567301/ or Macanese Library)
Whether or not you want to help with our project, you should do what you can to preserve the records
of your own family. So talk to your older relatives; make copies of their photos and memorabilia; write
down their memories; make movies and voice recordings; and distribute these to other members of
your own family.
We can each do something to help preserve our heritage.
Henry d’Assumpção
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"Memória Macaense"
My dear friends, Presidents and directors of all Casas,
First of all I trust this e-mail will find you well. To all of you at the States, I hope you had a Happy Thanksgiving
Day.
I've just had a meeting with Macau Foundation and they have asked my about the implementation of the said
project. I am aware that what we have requested from you, interviews with some elder members of your casas, is
not only difficult, it is also technically challenging. Therefore, Macau Foundation was very nice in suggesting
something easier to do, as our way to cooperate with the said project, which is to send them digital copies of old
photos, whether with family members and friends or , for instance, parties or celebrations of the Casas, such as
Festa e Natal, etc. The only criteria is that they were taken couples of decades ago, the older, the better, and that
some of the relevant people included are identified by their names. The occasion, the year, and the event should
also be identified as well. Last but not least, there should be a simple but signed declaration that whoever is
posting those photos allow them to be share at the Project " Memórias de Macau".
My very best regards
José Luís
CONSELHO DAS COMUNIDADES MACAENSES
Avenida Sidónio Pais, edf. Jardim de Infância “D. José da Costa Nunes”, MACAU
Tel: (853) 82993827 / Fax: (853) 28524707
email: ccm@conselhomacaense.com
homepage: www.conselhomacaense.com

Portuguese language and culture.
The next continuing series of classes with Prof. Jose Luis da Silva will start again from February 3 to
March 3 for 5 consecutive Saturdays at Macau Cultural Center, 109 J Street, 3rd floor, Fremont, CA
Continuing beginners’ class:
10:30am-12:30pm
Advanced beginners class:
9:30-11:30am
Cost: Casa members $30 ($180 for non-members)
Note:
For those that have no basic knowledge of Portuguese, we will be holding two 2-hour basic beginners’
language classes on Sunday Jan 21 and Jan 28 (time to be determined) so you can catch up with the
continuing beginners’ class February 3.
Please contact Maria Roliz at macauculturalcenter@gmail.com or 415.9905534 ASAP to register for
the class.
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CONGRATULATIONS

MEN'S BOWLER of the YEAR

Congratulations to Oscar Collaço
2017 SFLBC Men's Bowler of the Year.(s) on the
*clubhPPIMDse board

Pacific Inter Mountain Division
Memorial Day Pairs Champions.
Andy Vevers and Oscar Collaço.

AA
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CONGRATULATIONS

WOMEM’S BOWLER of the YEAR

Congratulations to Pauline De Assis
2017 RLBC Women’s Bowler of the Year(s) on the
*clubhPPIMDse board

A

MEN'S BOWLER of the YEAR

ACongratulations to Rick Oliveira
2017 RLBC Men's Bowler of the Year
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Date:
Time:
Place:

Saturday, March 24, 2018
10:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Diablo Room, Hillside Clubhouse, Rossmoor

Cost:

Members
$15.00
Non-Members $25.00

Deadline for Reservations:

Friday, March 16, 2018

~~~~~~~~~
Please make check payable to UMA, Inc. and mail to:
Virginia Xavier
2061 Pine Knoll Drive #1
Walnut Creek, CA 94595

Tel: (925) 934-2618

Directions to Diablo Room:
Tell Security you are going to Diablo Room. After clearing Security, take an immediate
Right on to Golden Rain. At STOP sign, go straight. Turn Left on Lower Gold Rain. Go up
the hill and turn Left into Parking Lot.
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2017 Southern California Luncheon
Submitted by Rita Guterres
On Saturday, September 23, a group of 33 Southern California UMA members had lunch at the Great
Seafood Restaurant in Artesia. Because Southern California is so wide-spread, many members take this
opportunity to catch up with news of family and mutual friends. As usual, it was a happy and noisy time—
good food, much laughter, and kisses until next year when, hopefully we will get together again.
Sandy Souza, UMA President and Flavia Greubel, Vice President graced us with their presence. Sandy
presented the 2017 Scholarship Certificate to Miranda Hughes, granddaughter of the late Ed da Silva and
Janice da Siva, and in her absence Dr. Lionel da Silva accepted on her behalf. We thank UMA for a
wonderful time! See photos.
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Southern California Luncheon
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Nossa Senhora De Fatima Centennial Celebration
by Daniel Gomes
70 plus Casa Members attended the Centennial Celebration sponsored by The Macau Cultural Center,
USA and Fundacao Oriente, Portugal, at a Mass at St. Anne’s Catholic Church in Walnut Creek, followed
by a luncheon at Rossmoor and a very enlighten presentation by Professor Ming K. Chan on behalf of
IIM on the new Edition of “The Western Pioneers and their Discovery of Macau” by J.M Braga .
As usual our Macanese Choir, led by Maria Gomes did a splendid job at Mass. Below are some pictures
of the event.

UMA News Bulletin Winter Issue 2017

Page 26 of 28

Our Lady of Fatima Celebration
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In Memoriam
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