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Tribute to Jim Silva

Frederico Alberto da Silva, also known affectionately as "Jim", was honored by UMA at the Macao Cultural Center
in Fremont, California on July 23, 2017 with a Cha Gordo. Many friends of UMA sent him congratulatory
messages including José Luis Sales Marques, president of the Permanent Council of the Macanese Communities
and many more spoke at the reception “of his contributions to the Macanese Community”. Below are excerpts
from some of the speeches:
Oscar Collaco.
“Jim joined UMA SF in the 70’s soon after becoming settled, and he got actively involved in every aspect of the
Club. Jim helped revamp some of the original aims and ideas of the Club as it evolved through the years in order
to suit the varying social needs of the membership.
He was the Editor for several years, using a typewriter. He chaired many social and fund raising events, such as
the Annual Bazaar and the Casino Evenings, with his well-known “Tai-Sai” set. Jim assisted in every Club function
and became the President of the Chapter. Soon after, he was elected President of the State Board of the then five
UMA Chapters. On behalf of UMA, the Silva’s graciously hosted dinners to have us meet the Bishop of Macau,
the President of Lusitano Club HK, Sir Roger & Lady Lobo, and many other visiting dignitaries.
Because of Jim’s eloquent and historical knowledge of the Macanese Community in HK, Australia, Brazil, Canada,
Portugal, and the States, he continues to keep in contact by email and by phone with these many friends abroad,
who have similar interests of the Community at heart, and goes to visit a few of them personally for old-time’s
sake.
Jim was soon asked to be spokesman at all UMA functions, as well as a Delegate Speaker at the many Portuguese
Symposiums here in California, and at the many ‘Encontros’ held in HK and in Macau.
Jim authored his first book, “All Our Yesterdays….” The Sons of Macao – Their History and Heritage. Bearing
all costs, he distributed to the then five UMA Chapters over1500 books to help UMA raise funds from its sales. All
revenues generated went directly to the UMA coffers.
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Later on, Jim wrote several booklets about the Macanese Community in a very readable and amusing way, adding
many ‘Patua’ words and explaining the significance of each word and meaning; and of the unforgettably given
‘nick-names’, which only the Macanese people can fully appreciate, and be suitably captivated with Jim’s
narrations, by coming up with a few laughs on how the name was so appropriately tacked on to certain individuals,
and to specific and unusual circumstances, which caused these names to stick so fittingly with time, to this date.
We all owe Jim and also to Kristine, his wife, our utmost thanks for the many years he and she put into cultivating
and promoting UMA to be an organization serving the Macanese Community in so many ways
We all honor you today, Jim, with so much ‘gratitude’.”

Jorge Remedios:
“After hearing the previous speakers I think you will all agree that our honoree's life and accomplishments need
no further elaboration. But because I have already prepared a speech for this occasion, you might as well just sit
back, relax and listen for a couple more minutes.
Whoever it was who brought up the idea of a Jim Silva Day deserves an honorable mention. It is a celebration
and a recognition that is long overdue. Along with that individual, those of Jim’s friends who worked so hard to
bring it about also deserve a hearty round of applause.
The man of the hour is a guy whose real name is Frederico Alberto Barretto da Silva. Why he is called Jim and
not Fred is a mystery to many people. Of all the members of his family, whom I have known for many, many years,
Jim is the only one who bears a first name that he was not christened with.
Jim was born in 1928, so he is 89 years young. He comes from a family of long-lived members. His mom Nydia
lived to be almost a hundred. Jim’s older sister Geraldine (Gerry) who is here with us today with her husband
Peter, will be 95 in a couple of months.
I have been friends with Jim and his wife Kris for a long time, as many of you also have who are associated with
UMA and the larger Macanese community. He has been, you might say, a lifelong patron and leading member of
the filhomacau community, having served as President of UMA for a number of years, and contributing much to
its history and success.
He was Editor of the UMA News Bulletin, long before his cousin Daniel Gomes, our current hard-working and
longest-serving Editor.
If anyone needs, or wants, to know anything -- anything at all -- about the filomacaus, past or present, famous or
infamous, Jim is and always has been, your go-to guy, our guru, who has all the answers and stories. Plus the
fact that Jim is related to so many of the tribe is a big, big help to his store of knowledge.
As a personal aside, I’ll mention that Jim and I share a number of things in common. We are both Capricorns,
born in the month of January. As mentioned above, we were the first male child in each of our families, and each
of us was named after our respective fathers. We once worked at the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation, as did many others in this room. We both enjoy taking photographs. We have traveled extensively to
the far corners of the globe. We are both connoisseurs of eating places which meet the Macanese triad of
acceptability for such establishments – namely, the famous Three B’s: bom, bonito, barato – of which the San
Francisco Bay area has more than its share.
Jim is the author of many books about Macanese culture and history, which he has often appraised with a
humorous and acerbic eye, making affectionate fun of those who claim membership of that special group to which
we all belong. His familiarity with the often hilarious nicknames of so many of his contemporaries and others –
not just individuals but entire families and clans – has been joyously recounted time and again in his essays and
stories.
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His booklet titled ‘All Our Yesterdays’ was published by UMA nearly 40 years ago in San Francisco, with a cover
designed by the late Rodrigo de Souza. It was reissued in the late 1990s as a bilingual work by Cecilia Jorge of
Livros do Oriente, Macau, entitled ‘Todo O Nosso Passado’. In the introduction to the 1979 original, Jim writes
that a primary consideration in writing the book was to tell our story to subsequent generations of our youth in
their adopted countries, who might have some uncertainty in defining or explaining their unique heritage. In this
work, I believe Jim accomplished what he set out to do, in a manner that is both concise and entertaining”.
Jim, in his indomitable way said, “One week ago I was somewhat worried over today. I thought- what if they
planned a reception in my Honor and nobody came”. Kristine retorted, “I will come and so will our son. I will
get some of your nieces and nephews and friends to attend. Don’t worry.”
Well Jim, you didn’t have to worry. We had a full house and had to turn away some late comers.
Jim said, “We should be grateful to the ladies in our very recent past who kept our community and club going and
going well. Raquel Remedios, Zinha Gomes and Sandy Sousa. Flavia too is one of the recent backbones of the
club. We have so many clever and dedicated ladies and men who serve our community”. He also reminded us of
the role Maureen and Alex Xavier, Joe Luz, Arnie Barros, King Pereira and many others who worked tirelessly
for the club.
He said, “So let us say today we also celebrate our Macanese Club members who once lived in the colonial societies
of Macau and Hong Kong and now living in California. We had a historical role in Macau and Hong Kong, with
our parents and grandparents and great grandparents all playing a part.
True, we lived under a Colonia system which was basically unfair, racist and snobbish – acceptable nevertheless
because it afforded us a higher standard of living. We were China’s first Eurasians.
In Hong Kong we as a community largely kept to ourselves. There were so many of us. We had our jobs, our
sports, our culture, our religion and our food. We generally intermarried with other Macanese of similar
backgrounds.
We lived in our own colonial life and seldom needed to go beyond what was our cozy established world. We were
at times mildly racist and nearly all of us carry traces of our mixed heritage in our looks and ways. We are proud
Eurasians.
Macanese in our adopted country seldom intermarry with other Macanese around our new worlds. New
generations have quickly shed their earlier colonial background and easily integrate into this fresh new world.
This is inevitable, natural and acceptable today. Few consume Macanese food anymore. Nobody speaks Maquista
anymore. Still, we are the real and true Eurasians – our food, our religion, our friend and our history are now
what continues to make us true Macanese. Be proud of our unique background.”
Here are some pictures of the event:
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The UMA General Meeting will be held on Saturday, November 5, 2017 at our Macau Cultural Center.
Please plan to attend. The Agenda is listed in this Bulletin.
2016-2017 was a very smooth year for UMA and I acknowledge that this was attributed to the help of
our many hardworking Committee Members and the support of our Directors.
Thanks to the generosity of the CCM, we received $3,788.00 as subsidy for our events for this year. This
helps defray the operating cost of our many events for the benefit of our members. Our events foster the
continuance of our friendship amongst our Macanese community.
This year, we recognized Jim “Frederic” Silva for his dedication to UMA, his many years of service to
the Macanese community. We honored him with UMA’s Lifetime Honorary Membership. See article in
this Bulletin.
We also attended a farewell luncheon for our Portuguese Consul General, Nuno Matias, who was
transferred to New York, and we welcome his replacement, Maria Joao Lopes Cardoso.
UMA holds various functions with her sister organizations under the MCC Umbrella. I am pleased to
report that we cooperate and work very well together. I believe that this has not happened for a long
time. We look forward in continuing to do so.
In closing, I wish you all well and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any suggestions for
the betterment of UMA.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday, November 5, 2017 at 11AM
AT THE MACAU CULTURAL CENER 109 J STREET, FREMONT, CA 94536
AGENDA
1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Mid-Term Minutes of May 23, 2017
3. Treasurer’s Report
4. Membership Chairperson’s Report
5. President’s Report
6. UMA- Website restructuring
7. UMA Bulletin
8. Proposed Events for January 1-December 31 2018
9. Proposed Budget for January 1-September 30, 2018
10. Review of Various Committees
11. Report on MCC
12. MCC Board of Directors
13. MCC Assistants
14. New Business
15. Old Business
16. 2018 Annual General Meeting
17. Adjournment
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100th Anniversary of
OUR LADY OF FATIMA Trip
September 1 - 10, 2017
By Pauline de Assis

It was at a Macau Cultural Center (MCC) meeting in 2016 when UMA suggested a Fatima trip in 2017
to be held jointly by the three casas to which the MCC Directors agreed. Maria Roliz, President of MCC
therefore put out the flyer about the Portugal trip, particularly to honor and celebrate Our Lady’s 100th
Anniversary of her apparition to the three children in Fatima, Portugal. So members of the three casas
(UMA, Lusitano and Casa de Macau), plus a few from Canada and even Australia, signed on. It was an
event, a trip they didn’t want to miss. So within a few months, from 36 members, the numbers swelled
to 53 and all eagerly awaited the day.
Bonnie Braga from Braga Travel Consulting, Inc. was our agent who did all the paperwork while Maria
took on the task of staying on top of everyone’s particular needs, etc. There was some flight problems
and so some actually had to fly a day earlier, but it all worked out and the participants gathered at the
Hotel Lisboa Plaza in Lisbon on August 31st. For the next week and more all breakfasts, lunches and
dinners at the hotels and local restaurants were included which made the trip much more welcoming and
convenient.
And so began the 10/11-day Portugal trip, the first stop being, of course, Fatima, the main reason for the
trip. Our tour guide, Isabelle and bus driver, Luis, were wonderful. Isabelle gave the many details of the
different cities/sites visited; she knew the dates and the names of the monarchs, the churches, the wars
that were waged - Spain, the pirates, the Moors like the back of her hand. She passed out “radios” with
plug in transmitters so all could hear and follow along as the big group was sometimes strung out.
Fatima, our very first stop, brought us to the Hotel Lux Fatima where we stayed for two days, and which
was within just a 10 – 15 mniutes walk to the church. It was a memorable visit and hundreds of people
thronged there every day to witness and participate in the Masses and candle light procession every night.
Gift shops with statues of Blessed Mother, rosaries, especially the 100th anniversary rosaries, etc. were
certainly a part of the visitors’ stops to make their purchases. Numerous photos were snapped in Fatima
and at all the sites visited by the group.
On the second day we headed for Tomar, visiting the Convent of Christ; after lunch to Mira de aire caves,
the largest caves in the country, one of the 7 Natural Wonders of Portugal - awesome!
Next, we headed out to Castelo de Vide, a region that reminds us of the past with its medieval borough,
castle, the S. Roque fort with the walls surrounding the town, the gothic architecture and the Jewish
quarter. Vila Vicosa, south of Portugal was visited following lunch. It is known for its marble, with 160
or more quarries and the center of some of the country’s rich history. At hotel Alentejo Marmoris & Spa
(a 5-star hotel) for the night we retreated to lavish rooms with marble everywhere (walls, floors, sinks,
etc.), truly luxurious and elegant! We would have loved to stay another night if only our schedule would
have allowed
On to the next stop was the city of Estremoz, rich in culture and heritage with its medieval houses and
castle, the 13th century citadel and the Pousada de Portugal Rainha Santa Isobel. Outside the medieval
walls, lies the modern town. We were in for a treat at the Herdade das Servas at the Serrano Mira family
winery, one of the oldest wine producing regions of the Alentejo region where we tasted two wines,
toured the wine cellar and storage basement, followed by lunch.
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Then to Evora, which UNESCO has classified a world heritage, sitting atop the Alentejo plain with its
imposing cathedral guarding the historical center by its outer walls. Vila Gale Evora was our hotel for
the night, another 4-star hotel.
Heading south to Faro, the capital of the Algave province the next morning, we had a guided tour of the
old town and the 13th century Cathedral, with lunch at Restaurant Tertulia Algarvia, followed by visiting
the Moorish town of Olhao, a walking tour of the fishing town. Before retiring for the day at the Hotel
Vila Gale Albacora, another lovely hotel splashed in yellow and spread out around its spacious grounds
and pool, we stopped at Tavira, a 4th century old town with its Roman Bridge and the many churches,
e.g., the Church of Our Lady of Mercy.
The following morning we departed for Lagos and Sagres. Lagos dates back to roughly 2,000 B.C. with
Celtic origins. In the 15th century the city flourished, and Phoenicians, Greeks and Carthaginians were
part and parcel of this busy port on their discovery voyages, of trade, etc. with Africa, and other eastern
countries. Sagres and Cabo de Sao Vicente were the next places of interest after lunch, where for
thousands of years the coastline bore witness to the discoveries of such well known figures as Henry the
Navigator.
September 8th, the group bussed to Vila Real San Antonio, renowned for the town’s royal charter signed
December 30, 1773 when it was rebuilt after the earthquake of 1755 by King Jose I, the Marquis of
Pombal. Prosperity in this region along the Algave coast was due to the sardine canning industry as well
as the shiploads of the ore drug from the mines of San Domingos in Alentejo. The beaches, agriculture
and commerce became the focus, and tourism continue to attract visitors. After lunch, the group had
some free time in Tavira before returning to the hotel.
One more wine tasting was in store for us on our last day at the Jose Maria da Fonseca wine cellars at
Azeitao, a 6th generation business since 1834. After a guided tour of the museum, gardens and the cellar,
a beautiful spread of white, red and muscat wines, with cheeses, olives, pate, crackers and desserts were
for the taking which we thoroughly enjoyed. Last but certainly not least, was the visit to Casa de Macau
in Lisbon. The President and some board members welcomed us to their beautiful club, presents were
exchanged and another splendid spread of food lay before us - Macanese and Chinese and desserts galore!
We couldn’t have asked for more. After a full day of wine and feasting we retired to the large rooms,
again marble featured, at the Vila Gale Palacio dos Arcos.
What a trip it was - a whirlwind of historic sights, culture, castles, fortresses, churches, wineries, hills
and plains of olive and cork trees, clusters of whitewashed houses with red tiled roofs and some with
yellow or blue trims, the famous Portuguese white and blue tiles and marble. And that which defines
Portugal and Macau, the cobble stoned streets laid down through the centuries, a sight to behold indeed,
small ones, large ones, tiny ones. Though picturesque, it was a little hard to get used to for some of us
especially going up and down hills to the castles or churches. None of this would have happened but for
Maria Roliz and Bonnie Braga, our hard working gals. Thank you so much - we really enjoyed it!!
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Fatima Group Photo
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Fatima Trip
Cha Gordo for the pilgrims hosted by Casa de Macau, Lisbon in their beautiful Club house.

UMA Golf Tournament
By Joanne Segovia
Results for the Golf Tournament are as
follows:
MEN First Place Low Gross – Victor
Oliveira – gross score of 82
WOMEN First Place Low Gross – Judy
Moran – gross score of 87
MEN First Place Low Net – Pierce Clarke –
net score of 65
WOMEN First Place Low Net – Joanne
Segovia – net score of 69
First Place TEAM – Victor Oliveira, Pierce
Clarke, Judy Moran & Polly Bernson
Second Place TEAM – Tito Rodrigues, Mary
Rodrigues, Cathy Pementell & Ginny Taylor
Third Place TEAM – Kari Vadnais, Amy
Harris, Virginia Lawson & Bill Hagerman

Fourth Place TEAM – Joanne Segovia, Keith
DaCosta, David Vas & Michelle Clarke
MEN Longest Drive – Keith DaCosta
WOMEN Longest Drive – Amy Harris
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UMA Thanksgiving Mass
July 8, 2017
By Pauline de Assis

Continuing to give thanks for our many blessings, UMA once again held the Thanksgiving
event on July 8 this year at Good Shepherd Church in Pacifica. This was started quite a
number of years ago by the then San Mateo Chapter.
Some 50+ members attended the 11:00 a.m. Mass, graciously officiated by Father Lahey
again. Because of age and other factors such as health, the attendance was lower than
usual; nevertheless those that could make it, found it spiritually rewarding as well as
uplifting. UMA President, Sandy Souza, welcomed all to this once a year special day of
thanksgiving. Ramon Xavier and Pauline de Assis did the first and second readings.
Father Lahey gave a short and succinct homily. Members of the choir, with the audience,
lifted their voices to the Lord.
At the conclusion of Mass, the audience headed to the hall, just steps away from the
church, for a well-deserved lunch. The usual fare was looked forward to - mmm, mmm,
mmm, beef brisket with turnips, sweet n’ sour fish fillet and green beans and rice - of
course; a hearty meal as always with beverages of tea, coffee or sodas.
Photos were snapped, members milled around chatting or greeting seldom seen friends.
Everyone enjoyed the camaraderie, the food and the dessert of pound cake slices.
Before everyone headed out President Sandy announced that once again Father Lahey had
given dispensation for the requirement of Mass attendance on Sunday; their obligation had
been satisfi. Members were happy though some still did not mind praying and praising
The Lord again the next day.
Many thanks go to the many helpers like Flavia Greubel, Sandy Souza, et al. It was
another very successful event and all received many blessings to be sure!

UMA News Bulletin Fall Issue 2017

Page 10 of 28

NOSSA SENHORA DE FáTIMA
Centennial CELEBRATION

100 Years
Sponsored by Macau Cultural Center, USA
and Fundação Oriente, Portugal

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2017
11:15 AM MASS
ST. ANNE'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
1600 ROSSMOOR PARKWAY
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94595

12:30 PM LUNCH
CLUB ROOM, CREEKSIDE CLUBHOUSE
ROSSMOOR
Directions: Tell Security you are going to Creekside Clubhouse.
After clearing Security, go straight on Rossmoor Parkway.
After the 3rd STOP Sign, turn Right into Parking lot.
Club Room is 1st room on the right when entering the Clubhouse.

COST:
$12.00 FOR CASA DE MACAU, LUSITANO & UMA MEMBERS
$20.00 FOR NON-MEMBERS
(No refunds for no shows)
Please RSVP by October 1 with names of attendees to
macauculturalcenter@gmail.com
or Flavia Greubel at 925-930-8672
Mail check payable to:
MACAU CULTURAL CENTER
582 Market St # 1905, San Francisco, CA 94104
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You Are Invited To

at the

MACAU CULTURAL CENTER
109 - J Street, Fremont, CA 94536
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2017
Time: 11:30 am – 4:00 pm
11:30 am
12:30 pm

Egg Nog
Lunch

Cost: Member
$ 20.00 (will be refunded at door)
Non - Members $ 25.00 (non-refundable)
Deadline for Reservations:
Max Capacity:

December 1, 2017

110 Persons. Please make your reservations early as
space is limited – first come first served

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please make checks payable to UMA, Inc. and mail to: Joanne Segovia at
1417 Oakmont Dr. #1, Walnut Creek, CA 94595 – Tel: (925) 639-2464 Email: jcsegovia@comcast.net
Name(s): _________________________________
_________________________________
Address____________________________________________
Tel No: ___________________
Reservations may be made for tables of 8. Please list names on back of form. Thank you.
There will be no refunds for no shows!
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ALUA FOR CHRISTMAS
The Leitao Brothers will be taking orders again this year for Alua.
To place your order, kindly complete the form below.
Please enclose payment with your order.
Cost: $19 per cake X______ = $_______
Please make check payable to Donald Leitao and mail to:
Donal Leitao1087 East 33rd Srtreeet, Oakland, Ca 94610
Tel: (510) 599-3327
Emil: Donald_Leitao@yahoo.com

Deadline for placing your order is Wednesday, November 1, 2017.
Orders received after the deadline cannot be guaranteed delivery for the holidays.

Orders will be available on Sunday, December 10, 2017. Please contact Donald Leitao to arrange
for pick up or you can pick up your order at our Christmas Luncheon at Macau Cultural Center
on Sunday, December 10, 2017
For Postage Charge Please call or email Donald for cost
Estimate Domestic Postage Priority Mail:
1-2 Cakes = $9
3-12 Cakes = $15
13+ Cakes = $20
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Obituary
Burgess, Cecila M. (nee Passos) passed away peacefully at the age of 96 on May 12th, 2017 in Burbank,
California.
DeGraca, Joe Francis aka Joey, passed away on September 15, 2017. He was born in Hong Kong on January 29,
1934, the eldest child of Henrique DeGraca and Celeste Xavier. He immigrated to the United States in 1955 to
continue his studies. He attended UCLA before transferring to UC Berkeley, where he graduated with a degree in
electrical engineering. At UC Berkeley, he played varsity soccer. Besides soccer, he also excelled in softball,
tennis, and golf. Later in life, he earned an MBA from San Francisco State University.
Joe met and married his wife, Christine Neal, in San Francisco and had three sons - Andrew (Carol), Patrick and
Kenneth (Kim) - as well as five grandchildren (Ryan, Alexa, Anthony, Olivia, and Isabella). Joe is also survived
by his sister, Sylvia Ferras, as well as his brothers Robert and Armando. His other brother, Henry, predeceased
him.
Joe was a faithful husband, a loving father, and a doting grandfather. He was a quiet, unassuming gentleman liked
by all. He will be sorely missed. Joe's family would like to thank all the families and friends for their many prayers
and condolence messages which were very comforting and much appreciated.
Guterres, Maria “Marie” Alice, Age 78, passed away peacefully and was surrounded by her family on Monday,
July 10th, 2017, at Seton Medical Center in Daly City, CA. Marie had been a native of Pacifica, CA since 1972
when she and her late husband, Vicente “Vince” Guterres, decided to move their family from San Francisco.
She was born in Portuguese Macau to Joaquim and Felisberta dos Santos on September 14th, 1938, along with her
sister Nina and brothers Antonio “Totó”, Alvaro, and Joaquim “Jota”. Marie worked in the banking industry for
most of her life and retired in 1995 from Union Bank. She grew up as a “rough and tumble” girl playing field
hockey and enjoying sports. Later in life she picked up lawn bowling after being introduced to the game by Vince,
a veteran bowler and former club champion. She did well in “pairs” and made it to the U.S. Playdowns in Sun
City, Arizona on numerous occasions.
Marie had a passion for cooking and could, pretty much, deconstruct a dish upon tasting. After that she would turn
out her own dish that was even better.
She always loved to entertain family and friends at her house. Marie very much enjoyed watching soccer (fútbol)
with the family, especially, following the Portuguese National Team in all international competitions. She was a
loving grandmother who proudly attended her granddaughters’ sporting events and, of course, spoiling them at
every turn. Marie could shop like no other and would always bring home presents for the kids. She could always
be seen taking her walks around the neighborhood getting her exercise in. She is survived by her daughter Annette,
son Steve, daughter-in-law Gina, and granddaughters Gabriella, Gianna, and Daniela.
Mendes, Leticia passed away on September 18th at the age of 95. Letty is survived by her husband, Henry F
Mendes and son Frank Gutierrez.
While at St Anne's Home, she received excellent care and they made every effort to stay with her in prayers until
her time. She passed away in comfort and in peace.
Phelan, Colleen Ann (nee Brown) 80, passed away peacefully after a courage’s battle with cancer on June 5,
2017 in San Diego, Ca. After a brief career as an elementary school teacher in Hong Kong, she immigrated to the
United States in 1960 and married her late husband James Francis Phelan in Phoenix, AZ in 1961 and they were
married 52 years.
She is survived by her children Michele (Kert) Gilpin, Brian (Maryann) and Kathy (Ted) Knaus and six
grandchildren, Kedra, Travis, and Krista Knaus, Jordan and Adrianna Phelan and Tate Gilpin. She is also survived
by her loving sister Marilyn McKenna (nee Brown) and sister-in-law Peggy Schmit of Maryland, Willow Seibert
of Tennessee and James Purcell of Arizona, as well as many cousins in the United States and Australia including
her closest cousin Ilma Ferris of San Francisco, devoted godson James Garber of Pleasanton and Aunt Dora
Remedios of Sacramento. She will be missed by all who knew her, but is now reunited with Jim in Heaven. May
she rest in peace.

UMA News Bulletin Fall Issue 2017

Page 14 of 28

Obituary
Sequeira Gloria, (nee Silva) passed away peacefully in her home on July 23, 2017 surrounded by her family.
Gloria was the loving wife of the late Guido Sequeira. They were married for 62 years before his passing in 2014.
Together they raised 7 children: Patrick, Diane Deckard, Bernice Watson (Tom), Richard, Carl (Maria), Gary
(Veronica) and Daryl.
Gloria was the proud and doting grandmother of 14 grandchildren - Brittney, Tracy, Reece and Kyle Deckard;
Christopher (Charlinn) and Mary Ann Watson; Alexandria and Christina Sequeira; Jessica Donovan (John), Kevin
(Tonya), Brian (Emily) and Rebecca Sequeira; and, Matt and Alec Sequeira.
Gloria was also thrilled to be the great-grandmother of two - Katherine Donovan and Harper Sequeira.
She is also survived by her sisters Mercia Poirier and Sally Carchidi; her brothers Lionel (Carlann) Da Silva and
Rick (Moira) Silva; and sisters-in-laws Mary Jo Da Silva and Janice Da Silva.
Gloria was born in Hong Kong on October 19, 1928 to Henry and Aurea Silva (nee Carvalho) and attended
Maryknoll Convent. She was active in St. Theresa’s Church where she met Guido. A few years after marrying in
1951, they immigrated to the United States and settled in Downey, CA. They were among the first wave of
Macanese to move to the United States. While leaving Hong Kong took some adjustment, Gloria soon mastered
directing the family activities and became an expert bargain shopper.
In the 1970’s, after her youngest was in school, Gloria earned her AA degree and began working in a real estate
office as a secretary. With the encouragement of her boss, she obtained a real estate license and eventually became
a broker. Gloria’s personable and outgoing nature enabled her to embark on a successful real estate career. Having
obtained the American dream of homeownership herself, she was most proud when she was able to help a young
couple find their first home. She continued to work up into her 80’s, and only a few years ago considered herself
retired.
Gloria and Guido were among the first members of the Southern California Chapter of UMA and were ardent lifelong supporters. They both held numerous positions in the organization over the years and enjoyed reconnecting
with childhood friends around the world and participating in the many UMA activities. Gloria planned many
events for UMA and they both were always eager and gracious to host meetings and socials in their home. Gloria
could always be counted on to lend a hand in cooking and baking Portuguese Macanese delicacies. Gloria and
Guido both had adventurous spirits which took them on numerous foreign trips, but some of their most memorable
were those they took with UMA and Case de Macau. Gloria loved traveling with her sisters and brothers, her
many friends and especially enjoyed trips with her children and grandchildren.
Even after retiring, Gloria wasn’t content to sit still and was intent on living life to its fullest. Her curious nature
kept her involved in doing crafts, knitting, cooking, baking, or cultivating plants in her garden. Her beloved garden
was where she remembered the many family and friends who contributed plants and flowers to support her love
of gardening. However, her favorite activity was gathering the family in her cherished home, which was always
filled with love and laughter. Most people would be overwhelmed with the house bursting at the seams with
people, but Gloria wouldn’t have it any other way. Until very recently she was still interested in traveling and
planning trips with her children and grandchildren. Physically, Gloria may have been slowing down, but her
energy and spirit made us think that she would go on forever.
Gloria’s family would like to express their gratitude for all of the support and prayers. She will be greatly missed
and always remembered for her jovial nature by her family and friends.
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UMA, Inc Officers & Directors
Title
President
VicePresident
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Name
Sandy
Souza
Flavia
Greubel
Joanne
Segovia
Pauline de
Assis
Maria
Gomes
Rick
Oliveira
Luiz
Ozorio
Vilma
Remedios
Ramon
Xavier

Home Address
5565 Terra Granada # 3A
Walnut Creek Ca 94595
1232 Skycrest Drive, #2
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
1417 Oakmont Dr, #1
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
1124 Singing Wood Ct, #5
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
2021 Ptarmigan Dr. #1,
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
1256 Skycrest Drive #5
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
1309 Skycrest Dr #4
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
2616 Saklan Indian Dr #2
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595
2061 Pine Knoll Drive #1
Walnut Creek, Ca 94595

Phone (Fax)
925-639-7708

Email
sandy.souza@sbcglobal.net

925-930-8672

Skycrest2016@comcast.net

925-891-4474

jcsegovia@comcast.net

925-943-2003

EdnPauline@gmail.com

925-482-0711

Mariaf.gomes@comcast.net

650-867-0626

rickoliveira@aol.com

650-245-3374

LMOzorio@live.com

925-937-7079

Vilmarem732@gmail.com

925-934-2618

myvirgie@aol.com

UMA EVENTS' CALENDAR FOR THE REST OF 2017

Our Lady of Fatima Mass/Lunch (joint casa event)

Sunday, Oct. 15

Annual General Meeting

Sunday, November 5

Members Christmas/Appreciation Lunch

Sunday, Dec. 10
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You are cordially invited to a

Book Launch
“The Western Pioneers and their Discovery of Macao” by J.M. Braga
Guest Speaker: Professor Ming K. Chan
Sunday, October 15, 2017 2pm
Club Room, Creekside Clubhouse, Rossmoor, 1010 Stanley Dollar Dr, Walnut Creek,
CA 94595
This much sought after book by academics and historians has just been re-published by the
International Institute of Macau. This edition is much improved from the original, done in 1949,
with the addition of translation into English of five sixteen century letters written in
Portuguese. Professor Ming K. Chan will be the guest speaker presenting this book on behalf
of the International Institute of Macau and the Macau Cultural Center.
Refreshments will be served. RSVP to Maria Roliz 415-9905534 or
macauculturalcenter@gmail.com

Book will be available for sale on October 15, 2017. Book cost:
US$32.00

Conversational Portuguese & Mandarin Language Classes at “MCC”
new class dates starting again September 17th
Series of 5 consecutive Sunday classes
Sept 17, 24, Oct 1, 8, 15
11am - 12:30pm: Mandarin Class sponsored by Macau Cultural Center and Fundação Jorge
Álvares with Ms. Celine
1:30 - 3:30pm: Portuguese Class sponsored by Macau Cultural Center and Fundação LusoAmericana para o Desenvolvimento with Prof. José Luis da Silva
Location: “MCC”, 109 J Street, 3rd floor, Fremont, CA.
Cost: $30 for Casa members. $180 for non-members.
Pre-register now for all levels with Maria at 415-9905534
or email macauculturalcenter@ gmail.com
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Congratulations Dave Remedios
Submitted by Jorge Remedios
David Remedios, son of Vincent Remedios of Cerritos, California, was recently appointed to the new full-time
position of Assistant Professor and Program Head of Sound Design at Boston University’s School of Theatre in
the College of Fine Arts. He will be teaching and advising BFA and MFA Sound Design students, as well as
students with other theatre concentrations, as well as non-majors. This is an exciting new challenge for David, as
he will be working with many colleagues whom he has come to know and work with throughout his almost 24
years in Boston and its theatre community.
Adding to David’s excitement in his new position is the construction of the theatre department’s new mainstage
theatre space and Design & Production building at 820 Commonwealth Avenue, which, for the first time in BU’s
history, geographically unites the Design & Production department with the rest of the College of Fine Arts at 855
Comm Ave: https://www.bu.edu/facilities/project/booth-theatre-and-bu-production-center/
An accomplished musician, David will also continue his freelance sound design work around his University
duties. Here’s a link to David’s bio on the Boston University website: https://www.bu.edu/cfa/profile/davidremedios/. The link also provides several examples of his compositions. Our congratulations and best wishes to
David in his new appointment.

Delf Norona
Submitted by Al Gutterres
Delf (Delfino Joaquim) Norona was the son of Carlos (Charles) Henrique de Noronha and Coruna Maria Teresa
Pollard, and was named after his grandfather Delfino Joaquim de Noronha. You may know that Delfino was the
patriarch of the HK branch who established the printing firm of Noronha & Co. Delf was born in Hong Kong on
April 14, 1895, and died in Moundsville, West Virginia on December 4, 1974. He grew up in the Philippines and
migrated to Canada as a young man before moving to the USA, where he served in the army during WWI. On
moving to the States the family decided to alter their surname, firstly to Noroña and later to just Norona.
Delf Norona was very active in the stamp collecting area, and he was a founding member of the Ohio Valley Stamp
Club in Wheeling, West Virginia in 1935. At the 1st meeting of the American Philatelic Congress in December of
that year, he presented a paper on “Preparation of Technical Philatelic Articles”. He contributed many articles in
this field and edited the first volume of Cyclopedia of United States Postmarks and Postal History. For his
outstanding contributions to the American philatelic field, he was elected to the American Philatelic Society Hall
of Fame in 1975.
More importantly he was the foremost instigator of the retention of the Grave Creek Mound (in Moundsville), a
Native American grave site. He also was a leader in researching the archeology and history of West Virginia. In
1949, he and others formed the West Virginia Archeological Society, where he was an officer for a number of
years. He was instrumental in the development and construction of a Museum near the Grave Creek Mound. The
objective of this was to preserve & honor the grave site, & to emphasize the cultural life of the early inhabitants in
the area by displaying the prehistoric exhibits. The Museum was opened in December 1978 and named after him
as “The Delf Norona Museum”. In 1965 Norona became the first recipient of the Sigfus Olafson Award for his
outstanding contribution to archeology in West Virginia.
The Noronha clan would regard him as another pioneer in the footsteps of his grandfather, albeit in different fields
to his famous namesake. An FM that we can justly be proud of.
Anyone wishing to find out more about this branch of the family Noronha can refer to the book “Looking up,
looking down the Road” by Ernest Morrison (a nephew of Delf).
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The Story of China
Synopsis by Daniel Gomes
The Story of China, written and presented by historian Michael Wood, for the Public Broadcasting
Station explores the history of the world’s oldest continuous state, from the ancient past to the present
day.
In order to understand China, Wood argues that we have to look at its history. Travelling across the
country, he explores the landscapes, peoples, stories and cultures that have helped create China’s
distinctive character and genius over more than four thousand years.
Journeying along the Silk Route, down the Grand Canal, and across the plain of the Yellow River, where
Chinese civilization began, Wood meets people from all walks of life, visiting China’s ever changing
landscapes and exploring cities like Xia, Nanjing and Hangzhou.
Wood traces some of the great moments in Chinese history – from their extraordinary voyages before
Columbus, to amazing scientific inventions before the European Renaissance.
The story of China is also the story of the Macanese people so I am going to write a synopsis of Wood’s
4,000 year history in as few pages as possible. Please forgive me if you think me “cheung-hei”.
Around 5000 BC, in many of the river valleys of today's China, Neolithic cultures emerged. People grew
crops, made pottery and textiles, and lived in permanent settled villages.
The late Neolithic period (3000-2000 BC), was a time of increased contact between communities in
China. Many walled sites were constructed and society was becoming more complex. Around 2000 BC
at Erlitou, in the Yellow River Valley, a civilization emerged whose people learned how to cast bronze,
which they used to make vessels for ritual feasting and drinking. The bronzes found at Erlitou are the
earliest in East Asia..
The Shang state was a Bronze Age civilization, which emerged around 1600 BC in the central plain of
north China, near the Yellow River. Shang cities had palaces and temples, housing areas for the upper
classes and commoners, as well as craft workshops for metal workers, potters and stone carvers, and
burial grounds. Several large settlements of the Shang period have been discovered,
including Zhengzhou and Anyang. It is thought that the first Shang city was near the modern day city
of Shangqiu. The people of Shang China engaged in large-scale production of bronze vessels and
weapons. The Shang people were brilliant metal workers, and created extraordinarily fine bronze vessels
using a piece-mold technique unknown anywhere else in the world.
The Shang campaigned constantly against enemies at their frontiers. To their west were the
warlike Qiang, tribespeople whose language may have been a form of Tibetan. Between the Qiang and
Shang, along the Wei River in modern-day province of Shaanxi, lived a people called the Zhou.
Conflict between the Zhou people and the Shang increased, until King Wu of Zhou organized an alliance
with a number of other states, and in 1046 BC defeated the Shang at the Battle of Mu Ye. The battle
marked the end of the Shang dynasty and the beginning of the Zhou dynasty.
Zhou was a state based in the Wei River valley in Northwest China, near today's city of Xi'an. The first
King Wen of Zhou, formed alliances with neighboring states and tribes. The second great ruler was King
Wen's son, King Wu who led an army and crushed the Shang at the great battle of Mu Ye. The third
great Zhou ruler was the king's brother the Duke of Zhou, who ruled as regent for his young nephew, and
extended the new Zhou territories. He built a new city at modern Luoyang to rule the Zhou dynasty's new
eastern lands.
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The Story of China
The Zhou kings sent out their relatives and trusted subordinates to establish walled garrisons in their new
territories, and by 800 BC, there were around 200 vassal fiefdoms across the Zhou lands, run by regional
lords. Chinese in later periods looked back on the early Zhou as a golden age.
The Zhou is the first period of Chinese history from which texts emerged. The Book of Documents
contains speeches made by first Zhou kings. The Book of Changes (or I Ching) was the text of a new
divination system that arose in the place of the old oracle bones. The Book of Songs contains odes that
would have been sung at court, as well as poems that probably were originally folk songs. These books
became part of the set of texts known as the Confucian Classics, and would later be memorized by
hundreds of thousands of men studying for the Chinese civil service exams.
As time went by, the regional lords became more powerful. In 771 BC, an alliance of regional lords and
barbarian tribesmen killed the Zhou king. The Zhou court moved east to Luoyang, from where the Zhou
kings continued to reign, as the 'Eastern Zhou'.
The first half of the Eastern Zhou is known as the Spring & Autumn period, after a chronicle of the times
called 'The Spring and Autumn Annals'. The fiefdoms increasingly ignored the Zhou court and acted like
independent states, struggling between each other for power. This was an era of instability, violence, and
moral crisis. It was during this era that the intellectual foundations of Chinese civilization were
established, as people questioned the basic principles of how people should live. Confucius lived at this
time, as well many other advisers, teachers and philosophers.
Laozi and Daoism
Laozi, or Lao Tzu, is a legendary figure, who is thought of as the founder of Daoism. Laozi is usually
thought to have lived in the sixth century BC. According to tradition, Laozi was a wise official at
the Zhou court in Luoyang, who grew weary of the lack of morality he witnessed around him. He left for
the west, riding a buffalo. When he reached the mountain pass at the edge of China, the guardian of the
pass would not let him leave until he had written down his teachings. The text Laozi wrote was said to
be the Daodejing (or Tao Te Ching), which became an important Daoist work. People who followed
Daoist teachings affirmed the Way, or 'Dao', an indescribable force that is the source of all that exists. A
major theme in the Daodejing is that yielding is better than being assertive. They thought that human
actions upset the natural order. They felt that rulers should leave people alone, and allow the world to
return to a natural state. Today, Daoism is one of the five religions officially recognized in China.
Confucius
During the Spring & Autumn period of the Zhou dynasty, there were many states across China, which
were often in conflict. Rulers of the states gathered officials and advisers at their courts. Confucius
(traditional dates 551 - 479 BC) was one of these men. He spent some time at the court of the state
of Lu where he was born, in northeast China. He tried to persuade people to do good, and accept the
traditional social roles that had existed in the golden days of the early Zhou when it was thought people
had lived in harmony. He encouraged people to learn from Zhou books such as the Book of Songs, and
the Book of Documents. He said that if the ruler was virtuous, the people would also be good. Confucius
travelled from Lu to other states, in search of a ruler who would listen to him. Confucius was disappointed
that he did not succeed in influencing any rulers. But his disciples organized his teachings into the book
known as the Analects, and his philosophy would became the most important school of thought in China.
The Warring States period is the second half of the Eastern Zhou dynasty, from about 475 BC on. By this
time, the Zhou ruled only in name. Many smaller fiefdoms were conquered and amalgamated into bigger
states, so that by 300 BC, China was dominated by just seven strong powers, including Qin in the west,
and Chu in the south.
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The Story of China
Qin had been a poor state on the western frontiers, considered semi-barbarian by its neighbors to the east.
But Qin introduced new 'Legalist' ways of ruling, to strengthen the state. Legalist advisers, such as Shang
Yang (390-338 BC) said that strong government depended not on Confucian virtue, but on effective
institutions such as laws and tough discipline. Qin conquered Sichuan to the southwest, which gave it
rich new farmland and iron ore mines. The Warring States ended when Qin conquered all the remaining
states, and in 221 BC, Qin Shihuangdi became first emperor of China.
First Emperor of China
One of the most remarkable figures in China's history, Qin Shihuangdi, the First Emperor of Qin, had
become king of the state of Qin in 246 BC at the age of thirteen. He was a brilliant general, under whom
Qin armies defeated all the other states. In 221 BC, he united them in a realm that established China much
as we know it today, and declared himself First Emperor. Across the new Chinese empire, the noble
houses of the former states were abolished. The government sent its own officials to govern each area,
using a great quantity of rules and regulations. Weights and measures were standardized, and even the
width of axles was regulated, so that vehicles would run smoothly on the new roads that were built
empire-wide. Criticism was not tolerated, and all books were destroyed except manuals on topics like
agriculture and medicine. It is said that, 460 scholars were buried alive as a warning against defiance.
Hundreds of thousands of people were conscripted to build the Great Wall, as well as a huge palace at
his capital Xianyang, and a gigantic tomb. The tomb was discovered by farmers in 1974, with its
thousands of life-size terracotta figures lined up to protect the emperor. Ordinary people suffered from
onerous labor service, and from harsh treatment under Qin laws.
When the First Emperor of Qin, Qin Shihuangdi died in 210 BC, Qin institutions fell apart. Uprisings
broke out. In the lands of the old state of Chu, a group of conscripts marching to do their frontier service
were delayed by rain and floods. Rather than face death as punishment for arriving late, they decided to
become outlaws. Their uprising was unsuccessful, but other revolts broke out. Qin generals defected, and
the former nobles of the old states raised armies again. Out of the chaos, two major powers emerged,
Western Chu and Han, and they fought for supremacy over China. After eight years of struggle, Chu was
defeated at the Battle of Gaixia in 202 BC. Not long after, Han leader Liu Bang proclaimed himself first
emperor of the Han dynasty.
Liu Bang was a man from an ordinary background who founded the Han dynasty. He had been in charge
of a postal relay station during the Qin dynasty. After the Qin collapsed, Liu Bang took the title King of
Han. In 202 BC he defeated his main rival and set up the Han Dynasty.
China's Han emperors needed to secure order in China, but avoid the harshness of the Qin regime that
preceded it. They sent out local officials to govern the regions, as the Qin had done. But instead of the
exhaustive and harsh rules that Qin had used to control people, Han rulers adopted Confucian ideas of
moral rule. They believed the government should employ people who had learned Confucian ideas about
loyalty and concern for others. The court searched out copies of the old books that Qin had attempted to
destroy, and reconstructed the wisdom of the past. Under Emperor Han Wudi, an imperial academy was
set up to train officials in the Confucian Classics. The prestige of government posts rose, and in order to
become government officials men strove to display their learning and Confucian virtue. From these
beginnings, China's imperial civil service developed, and the idea that government should be in the hands
of educated men, steeped in Confucian learning and morality, would remain important right up until the
twentieth century.
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The Story of China
Zhang Qian and the Silk Road
Zhang Qian (200-114 BC) was a Chinese official and diplomat. In the third century BC, a great
confederation of nomadic tribes persistently raided China. Han Emperor Wudi sent troops to fight these
tribes, who are known as the Xiongnu. He also sent an envoy, Zhang Qian, to Central Asia to find allies
who might join with China against the Xiongnu. Zhang Qian and a band of 100 Chinese set off in 138
BC. They were captured by the Xiongnu and held for twelve years. But they were treated well, and Zhang
Qian married a Xiongnu wife. Finally they escaped, and continued their mission into Central Asia. There,
Zhang Qian saw that people had a different culture. He heard that a conqueror - Alexander the Great had come there from the west. He saw that the people used Greek coins and script. Zhang Qian's presence
was the first recorded contact between the civilizations of China and the Mediterranean. Zhang Qian was
surprised to find that people he met used bamboo and cloth products made in China. He was told that the
products were brought by merchants from a land to the southeast, which was India. Thus India, as well
as Greece, were now known to the Chinese. Zhang Qian travelled home with his wife. He astonished the
Chinese at the Han court with his stories. His travels opened up to China many kingdoms then unknown
to the Chinese, and are associated with the major route of transcontinental trade which became known as
the Silk Road.
Invention of Paper
Up until the Han period, documents were normally written on bone or bamboo strips, sewn and rolled
together into scrolls. These were heavy, awkward, and hard to transport. People also wrote on silk, which
was much lighter, but expensive. A Han court official called Cai Lun (around 50–121 ) is regarded as the
inventor of papermaking. He used rags, tree bark, old fishing nets and other plant fibers. Fragments of
paper discovered in 2006 in northeast China suggest that paper was actually already in use more than 100
years earlier. Cai Lun's contribution was probably to improve this skill systematically and scientifically.
Papermaking technology spread from China to the Arab world, and reached Europe in the eleventh
century.
Buddhis
During the Tang dynasty, Buddhism was a significant part of Chinese life. Buddhism had begun to spread
to China from India in the Han dynasty, brought by travelers on the Silk Road. During the period of
disunity after the fall of the Han, Buddhism continued to spread, and by the Tang Dynasty, had become
the most popular religion in China
At the end of the Tang Dynasty, opposition to Buddhism arose, and it was criticized as a foreign religion.
Christianity
The Tang government was tolerant of foreign religions and cultures. A stone stele known as the Nestorian
Stele, which was made in the late 700s, records how Christianity came to China. The inscription on the
stele says that a Christian delegation arrived in China in 635: dressed in white, and carrying scriptures
and icons of Christ and the Virgin Mary, the Christians were greeted by Emperor Taizong, who ordered
the scriptures to be translated. The inscription records that Emperor Taizong declared the teachings to be
lucid and clear, and ordered them spread through the land.
After the An Lushan Rebellion in the late 700s, Tang power weakened, and society became less open to
foreign ideas. In 845 the Emperor issued a decree against Buddhism, which also said that 2000 Christian
and Zoroastrian men had been ordered to stop 'polluting Chinese customs' and return to lay life. By the
tenth century, Christian presence in China was wiped out. The Nestorian stele is written in Chinese and
Syriac.
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The Story of China
Expansion West
During the 500’s, a new power arose on China's frontiers, the Turks. The Tang rulers at first tried to
control the Turks using marriage diplomacy and trade. Then in the mid600’s under Emperor Tang
Taizong, China went on the offensive: Tang armies conquered oasis city states along the Silk Road,
including cities such as Turfan across what is now Xinjiang province, and for a time extended their
control deep into Central Asia. The Silk Road became a busy trade route, extending from the Tang
capital, Chang'an to the Mediterranean. Merchants, most of whom were Persians, traded silk and many
other products along the route. Technologies such as silk making spread from China to the west, whilst
religions such as Zoroastrianism and Christianity spread to China, though none took hold
as Buddhism had.
Trade Grows
China's economy grew rapidly during the Tang, stimulated by the Grand Canal, which linked the empire
north to south, and by the expansion of international trade on the Silk Road and on sea routes into
Southeast Asia. Coastal ports such as Guangzhou prospered as maritime trade expanded.
Yangzhou became a great economic center, where goods from China's interior and from overseas were
trans-shipped and sent up the Grand Canal to the cities of the north.
The Tang aristocracy had strong links to the peoples of the steppes to China's north and west, who had
lived in north China during the period of disorder before the founding of the Tang. Influenced by steppe
culture, Tang nobles enjoyed vigorous activities like horseback riding, hunting and polo. Polo players
rode on horseback, with a long mallet to hit the ball. Women also played polo, and there were women's
polo teams. The Tang court also enjoyed other leisure activities related to the Silk Road and its peoples,
such as music from the Silk Road oases cities, and a form of energetic dancing that became hugely
popular at court. One Tang prince even lived in a yurt tent, and would offer guests roast mutton that he
carved off the bone with a dagger.
There were Muslims in China since the 6th Century, soon after the foundation of Islam. The Muslims in
China were mostly traders who came from the Islamic world of West Asia to the ports of China's southern
seaboard, such as Guangzhou, Quanzhou and Changzhou. The Tang dynasty's cosmopolitan culture
helped the introduction of Islam. The Great Mosque in Xi'an, which was known as Chang'an, was
founded in 742.
Battle of Talas
In 751, an Arab army met a Tang army at Talas, which is in today's Kyrgyzstan. The Tang were defeated,
and the Battle of Talas marked the end of Tang China's westward expansion. Only four years later, the An
Lushan Rebellion broke out in China, and all Chinese troops in Central Asia were ordered back to the
interior to deal with the rebellion. The Battle of Talas was the first and the only time that Arab and
Chinese armies met.
An Lushan was the son of a Persian father and Turkic mother. He was governor of Tang defense forces
in the north east, responsible for controlling the nomadic tribes at China's borders. In 755, An Lushan
heard court enemies were plotting against him, and he rose in revolt. He marched south and the emperor
fled. After eight years' struggle during which millions died or went missing, the Tang finally suppressed
the rebellion.

The Story of China will continue in later issues of the Bulletin.
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NOSSA FAMILIA – 2017 Champions
by Filomena Pinna
News from the Northwest. The annual Ballapalooza Coed Soccer Tournament took place on July 22 and
23. Once again, the Nossa Familia team engaged in the soccer tournament held in Bellingham that
weekend. We can proudly announce that we managed to make it a “Three-Peat” Championship this year.
The Familia Cousins and the very strong and dedicated Adopted-Cousins once again faced the challenges
of playing in the “Open Bracket” Division III despite ageing one more year. Unlike last year, we were
fortunate to be able to field a stronger contingent of female players which included a new Cousin-player,
now 18 and qualified to be on the team. This really made Grandpa Ed very proud. This makes the team
age-range 18 to 52.
The team’s enthusiasm was strong but there must always be a drama in the equation. Just prior to the
weekend, the team’s goalie had to back out which forced the substitution of a strong mid-fielder between
the posts. He was a good-sport and handled his position well. However, on two occasions, two of the
Seniors took over the goal posts just to give him a chance to exercise his skills. Another bump in the
road was the schedule – the team had to play three games on Saturday with only two-hours of rest between
each game. Thankfully the weather was cooperative - it was hot but with a cloud-cover. That day, the
team managed to win 2 and tied 1. On Sunday, they had to meet the fourth team. With that win, it
qualified them to play in the Finals that afternoon. This was the challenge of the week-end and Nossa
Familia came through with flying colors. It is also important to mention that the team was well supported
by a large cheering section – all 39 of us minus the players on the field. Below is a photo of the
Champions.
Immediately, following the championship, all 39 of us continued on to the Harrison Hot Springs Resort
in B.C., Canada, for a well-deserved rest and vacation. The resort boasts of 5 mineral-pools, tennis
courts, a beautiful garden setting and access to a beach leading out into the Lake. It was fantastic seeing
the three generations interacting with each other and a wonderful time was had by all. A great blessing
indeed.
Below is the Family photos, proudly sponsored by Bonnie/Francisco dos Remedios, Marlies /Eduardo dos
Remedios and Filomena/Germano de Pinna Families.
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UMA NOITE MACAENSE
The Event Center, Rossmoor
August 12. 2017
By Pauline de Assis

On a beautiful summer evening on August 12th, 2017 106 members and guests flowed into Rossmoor’s
Event Center big ballroom - huge even! 14 tables, all decorated with centerpieces made by Magdalen
Pereira, and the table tent cards by Raquel Remedios showing the table guests’ names and the menu for
the evening.
As people milled around looking for their table, others were already at the bar (tended by Rick Oliveira)
getting their thirst quenchers. At the far end of the hall on the raised stage, the Jun Sigmundo Band were
readying their equipment and testing the sound.
Soon Ray Xavier, our MC took the mic and welcomed everyone, then turned the mic over to UMA
President Sandy Souza who said a few welcoming words. While the guests were munching on peanuts
with their drinks, out came trays of Chilicote to each table, piping hot and crispy, yum!
In the meantime, Brenda Oliveira and her handy helper were busy selling raffle tickets, and they were
doing well. No time to waste as the clock was ticking, Vilma Remedios took the mic and said grace
before dinner. MC Ray then called table numbers for the queue for dinner. What a splendid spread was
laid out before our eyes - there were the famous Minchee and curry chicken, both prepared by our own
lady chefs, as well as pork adobo, beef mechado, salmon with butter garlic sauce, steamed vegetables
and rice. The plates were hardly big enough to hold all those yummy dishes, but they did. With a glass
of red or white wine, the food went down very well indeed. Dessert of fresh fruit and butter mochi, with
tea or coffee made the meal complete, aah yes!
Our appetites satisfied, the dancers were ready to get on the floor. And Jun and his band did their magic
with piece after piece of different sounds - cha cha, jive, foxtrot, and not to forget, the line dances. Well,
the dancers kept going till the band took a break, at which time MC Ray took the opportunity to do the
ticket raffle. Four cash prizes were for the taking, starting at $25 for the fourth prize and $100 for the 1st
prize. There were both cheers and boos, of course, if one’s number was not called, but two tables, 13
and 14 swept the prizes, with Eilan Sloustcher, a bowler no less, the1st prize winner.
And let’s not forget our wonderful photographer, Cecilia Collaco Naval, who went around snapping
pictures here, there and everywhere, dancers as well. She is so good, so professional and just what UMA
needs to capture all those special occasions and moments! Thanks a lot Cecilia!
Back to dancing again after the band’s break, the party goers still going strong. Soon, however, the hours
were slipping away; the band had fulfilled their commitment, and the dancers just about had their fill and
were ready to call it a night.
So, people drifted out bidding the good byes with hugs and kisses. Last but not least, we have to thank
the many members who worked so hard to put this event together, starting with Flavia Greubel and Sandy
Souza and others too many to mention. Everyone had a good time and UMA is proud to have had another
wonderful and successful Noite Macaense!
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Noite Macanese
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Noite Macanese
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Noite Macanese line dancing to the Jun Segundo Band
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